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St. Phillip Benizi Church sits
quietly on a small slope between
Highways 49 and Y in Vi-
burnum, Missouri. Only four
years old, the building is an A-
Frame design that is both modern
and functional, with the chapel
on the first floor and the parish
hall downstairs.

To a visitor the church is warm
and pleasing to the eye. To the
parishioners of St. Phililip the
church is not only beautiful but
one of the best things that ever
happened to them. St. Phillip’s
Church means something very
special because it is the first
Catholic church built in Vi-
burnum.

The original Catholics, who
moved into the area in 1961,
waited ten years before realizing
their hopes for a church of their
own. From 1961 to 1965 they had
to travel up to 50 miles to the
“neighboring” towns of Salem,
Ironton and Lesterville in order
to go to Mass.

Viburnum’s first priest, Fr.

Fr. Rookey poses outside
St. Phillip Benizi, Viburnum's
first Catholic Church.
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